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a. family film set in a world 
uncluttered by internet and cell 

phones, David Lowery’s Pete’s Dragon is 
unapologetically sweet but never sappy. 

if Disney had wanted sappy, then Lowery — 
best known for his 2013 R-rated crime drama 
Aint Them Bodies Saints — would doubtless 
be at the bottom of the studio's wish-list. 

“Regardless of the type of movie | am 
making, my endeavour Is always to make 
things that matter, that have an effect and will 
last,“Lowery tells STACK. "There's an integrity 
that | strive for so, in my pitch for Pete's 
Dragon, [Disney] recognised my attempt 
to make a solid movie that had classic, old- 
fashioned storytelling and, at the same time, 
a very distinct point of view. 

“From the first moment 1 met with them, 
| think they realised this isnt someone who's 
going to try to reinvent the wheel. | wanted 
to do a classic story of a boy and a dragon. 
| wasnt about making a weird, artsy Disney 
movie," he adds, citing Jon Favreau's The 
Jungle Book as inspiration, along with Bill 
Condon‘s upcoming Beauty and the Beast 
and what Alex Ross Perry might potentially 
do with Winnie the Pooh. 

“These are filmmakers who have made 
films in the past that you may say are 
subversive, but they all have integrity to 
them, and they bring that integrity and point 
of view to these classic Disney tales. Disney 
are making great movies right now. And 
redefining what a Walt Disney picture is in a 
very definite way, and that is to tell old stories 
in anew way. It's a smart thing to do, and | 
think they responded to my take on this.” 

Lowery then unabashedly admits to basing 
his unusually furry dragon on his own cats, 
whipping out his phone to eagerly show 
STACK snaps of his own regal felines, Biggie 
and Tupac. 





